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1. EMBASSY POLOFF WAS GIVEN FEBRUARY 6 NEW 


INFORMATION ON EUROPEAN COMMUNITY DEMARCHE ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS BEFORE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. 
ACCORDING TO DUTCH EMBASSY SOURCE, DRAFTING HAS 
BEEN GOING ON SINCE DECEMBER. THE DRAFT, WHICH 
SHOULD BE COMPLETED THIS WEEK, IS A CAREFULLY 
WORDED DOCUMENT WITH THREE BASIC PARTS: FIRST, 

RECOGNITION OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN HUMAN 
RIGHTS SUCH AS THE LARGE DECEMBER DETAINEE 
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RELEASE LIST; TWO, A JOINT PROTEST ON THE LACK OF GOA 
COOPERATION AND COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL CONSULAR NORMS 
ON CASES OF THE NINE’S FOREIGN NATIONALS; AND THREE, AN 
EXPRESSION OF GENERAL CONCERN OVER THE ‘HUMAN RIGHTS’ SITUATION 
IN ARGENTINA. A LIST OF SPECIFIC CASES REFERRED TO IN PART 
TWO WILL BE AVAILABLE BUT WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN THE TEXT OF 
THE DEMARCHE, ACCORDING TO DUTCH DIPLOMAT. 

2. THE DRAFT AS IT STANDS NOW DOES NOT INCLUDE SPECIFIC 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION, (ALTHOUGH HELP WITH FOREIGN CITIZEN 
CASES IS CLEARLY IMPLIED), NOR WILL IT RECOMMEND ANY SPECIFIC 
PUNITIVE ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY THE NINE. THE EUROPEAN . 
MISSIONS HERE ARE CONSIDERING RECOMMENDING THAT THE DEMARCHE 
BE MADE VERBALLY AND CONFIDENTIALLY AND VIA THE ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR IN DENMARK, SINCE COPENHAGEN IS PRESENTLY THE 
PRESIDING SEAT OF THE EEC. NO FURTHER ACTION IS CONTEMPLATED, 
THE DUTCH EMBASSY OFFICIAL SAID, ADDING THAT EUROPEAN 
COMMERCIAL INTERESTS AND FAVOR FOR THE "QUIET DIPLOMACY" 
APPROACH ARGUE AGAINST TAKING A MORE CONFRONTATIONAL STAND 
WITH GOA OVER HUMAN RIGHTS. (COMMENT: WE BELIEVE THE DUTCH 

ARE DRAGGING THEIR HEELS ON MAKING HUMAN RIGHTS GESTURES 
WHICH COULD DISRUPT THEIR FAVORABLE TRADE RELATIONS WITH 
ARGENTINA. WHAT OUR DUTCH FRIEND MAY HAVE CITED HERE IS HIS 
AMBASSADOR’S OWN POSITION — WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT IN THE END 
PREVAIL.) 
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ISSUE WHEN HE SAW 
IRISH AMBASSADOR FEBRUARY 1. AT THAT TIME IRISH AMBASSADOR 
PRODUCED A COPY OF AN EEC TRADE COMMISSION REPLY TO CRITICISM 
AGAINST THE RECENT EXTENSION OF THE EEC-ARGENTINA TRADE 
AGREEMENT IN LIGHT OF ARGENTINA* S BAD HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION. 

THE COMMISSION’S REPLY INDICATED THAT TRADE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE EEC HAD IN FACT COOLED CONSIDERABLY 
AND THAT ARGENTINA WAS GIVEN TO UNDERSTAND THAT "AN IMPROVEMENT 
IN RELATIONS COULD ONLY BE CONSIDERED AGAIN WHEN THE INTERNAL 
SITUATION IN ARGENTINA HAD DEVELOPED IN A PEACEFUL MANNER." 

4. SWEDISH EMBASSY HERE PLANS TO WAIT OUT THE ANTICIPATED 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY DEMARCHE ON HUMAN RIGHTS BEFORE DOING 
ANYTHING ON ITS OWN. THE SWEDES HAVE APPARENTLY DECIDED TO 
ADHERE TO COMMUNITY INITIATIVES RATHER THAN STRIKE OUT ON 
THEIR OWN. 

5. A SENIOR ARGENTINE ARMY OFFICER INFORMED US RECENTLY THAT 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS WITHDRAWN TWO SLOTS IN THE FRENCH 
ARMY WAR COLLEGE TRADITIONALLY RESERVED FOR ARGENTINE ARMY 
OFFICERS. THIS OPPORTUNITY WAS CONSIDERED A PLUM ASSIGNMENT 
INVOLVING TWO YEARS' RESIDENCE IN PARIS ON HIGH PER DIEM AND 
FRENCH LANGUAGE TRAINING. IT WENT TO TOP ARGENTINE OFFICERS. 

ACCORDING TO THE ARMY OFFICER, THE ACT WAS TAKEN AS A DIRECT 
RESPONSE TO THE NUNS' ABDUCTION. THIS ACTION FULFILLS THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST TO ITS MILITARY ATTACHE HERE TO 

| "FIND SOMETHING THAT WOULD HURT". - I 
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6. WE HAVE BEEN PROMISED A COPY OF THE EEC DEMARCHE DRAFT WHEN 
IT IS COMPLETED HERE AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW OUR EUROPEAN 
COLLEAGUES’ INITIATIVES ON BEHALF OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 



